CAR PARKING: YARN BARTON CAR PARK, OFF FLEET ST FROM BEAMINSTER SQUARE.
SMALL CHARGE

GRID REF: 481 013 - OS EXPLORER 117

DISTANCE: LONG - 4.2 MILES/6.7 KILOMETERS SHORT - 2.5 MILES/4 KM AVERAGE
AVERAGE TIME: LONG - 2.15 HOURS SHORT -1 HOUR

DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY: LONG - EASY. SHORT - EASY. FLAT, ONE STEEP CLIMB. SOME STILES.
COUNTRYSIDE TYPE: PASTURE « ARABLE * WOODLAND FRINGE ¢ VIEWS

* IMPROVED GRASS ;

From Beaminster Square B, up Fleet St, R at
Shortmoor La passing Trefoil Hse on left. *A*

*B* On reaching the top there is a good

*A* Trefoil Hse was once Holy Trinity view back over Beaminster. In the far

Church. Built 1849 -51 to supplement the distance and to the west is Colmers Hill

Parish Church. Ironically building was which lies behind Symondsbury. Further

completed at the same time as the local across is Golden Cap, the highest cliff on

population declined. It became redundant the south coast of England.

in 1978 and is now a private residence but

the churchyard is consecrated land. *B* Cross track into field opposite. Keep to

left boundary. Over stile/footbridge in hedge

St John's Church on left. Continue past at top. R, Following hedgeline on right and
houses & R up steps & kiss gate (look out for diagonally up hill to gate on road. L up road,
this). Keep to right boundary, R through gate sharp R up to Shatcombe Farm half way up
into 2nd field. Walk diagonally L across field hill. (look out for this).

towards house & gate. Keep to left boundary
through 3rd field.



*C* The owner of Shatcombe Farm has
entered into a Countryside Stewardship
Scheme agreement with MAFF. As a result a
walk has been waymarked through the
Stewardship Conservation Area.

*C* Continue straight ahead along drive
through stone gateway. Just before fmhouse
the circular route divides into two. For:

LONG ROUTE continue along track with
house on right. Through 1st gate, along
track, L through 2nd gate. Sharp R, follow
hedgeline, over stile. R before field and down
hill (this is wet meadow) to track. L and R
through gate. Keep to right boundary passing
reservoir on right, Walk towards gate. Enter
field with 3 small sheds. Follow track to
Langdon Fm. *D*

*D* Langdon Farm, Lang dun meaning
long hill, was first mentioned in the
Domesday book in the 13th century. The
book mentions that a plough team (8 cattle)
were left in manors of the Salisbury
diocese, one of which was Langdon.

Walk through fmyard (holding cows at
milking time) to road & follow it to 1st field
on right past last house. Through gate.
Follow right boundary and diagonally L
across next field to stile. Cross footbridge,
over 2nd stile, L on through fieldgate. Head
to left of St Mary’s Church, Beaminster.
Over stile and cross field. Straight ahead and
R along right boundary to stile at edge of
field. Now follow directions from ### below.

SHORT ROUTE. R at this point & follow track
down past fmhouse and ponds. Through gate
& along winding track. Keep on track through
several gates and newly planted areas.
Continue downhill past lake on right, towards
main stream hidden by trees. Over stile,
wooden bridge and 2nd stile. R and follow
waymarkers to meet stile at edge of field. R

along hedgerow. Now follow directions from
### below.

### Walk through wooded area over one
bridge & sharp R. Follow fenced track to
Flaxfield Road. Note pond on right.

*E* Flaxfield, obviously linked to the major
industry in this area. Flax & hemp were
gathered and dried, and supplied the
flourishing rope and net industry in
Bridport. A bounty was paid to support the
growth of hemp & flax locally. They were
also used in the sail-cloth industries. The
growing of flax and hemp fitted in with
dairy farming as an extra source of income.

*E* L into Gerrards Green. L at the T junc to
return to Beaminster Square.




