CAR PARKING: HALF MOON & CRICKET CLUB CAR PARK(By kind permission),
A3066, MELPLASH 2'2 miles/4 KM NORTH OF BRIDPORT.

GRID REF: 485 975 - OS EXPLORER 117
DISTANCE: 4 MILES / 6.4 KM (LONG ROUTE) 2% MILES/ 4 KM (SHORT)
AVERAGE TIME: 2 5 HRS (LONG) 1 HR (SHORT)
DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY: MODERATE GENTLE HILLS
COUNTRYSIDE TYPE: PASTURE ¢ ARABLE * ORCHARD + COPSE * IMPROVED GRASS.
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From car park, cross rd, then
R & L (past phone box). *A*

*A* The Half Moon Pub is open for food
12.30 - 2.00pm & 6.30 - 9.00pm
weekdays & Sundays.

Over stile & up hill through 2 fields, keep to
fence in 2nd field on right. Over stile in far
bottom right of field, across track, down steps
& R along “sunken” lane. At bottom sharp L
up fm track. R through gate before buildings,
cross field & down toward dip (gate is hidden
from view in dip). *B*

*B* The apples are cider varities and are a
mixture of sharp and bitter-sweets. They
were planted by the owners grandfather in
1926. The are sent to Taunton Cider.
Fallen trees are currently been replaced by
a standard variety of cider apple, called
Kingston Black’s. The life cycle of the cider
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Through gate and mature orchard, through \ @
gate then R down to stile at rd. (For short
route, R along rd for 2 mile/0.75 Km and
rejoin route at waymarker post near A3066.
Now follow directions from ### below). For keep river Mangerton to left & Mangerton
long route, cross rd toward Elcombe Fm. Hill to right; traverse this long field.
Follow fm track, Knights Hill is on left. Sharp Waymarked telegraph pole near end on left
R before fmhouse through gate, L through 2 directs you to gate in far bottom left corner of
fields (watch for electric fencing). L through field in front of house. Through gate and
gate onto fm track again (this route simply along path to Mangerton/ Bradpole rd. R

bypasses the fm buildings). R onto field track, onto rd, walk "4 mile along rd. *C*



*C* At this point you can see Mangerton
Mill and lake over the hedge on the left.
The mill can be visited by continuing to
follow the rd left opposite Mangerton Fm
entrance for approx 100 metres. The Mill
is a 17 Cen working water mill. There
were originally two wheels, one was
replaced by a turbine. The mill on the
right was used as a Blin Mill for Flax and
the left mill was for corn. Open Tue - Sun
11.00am-5.30pm incl. Bank hol mons.
Tea rooms, craft shops, camping, fishing
lake and woodland strolls.

At Mangerton Fm. Sharp R and follow fm
track, past buildings, through gate cross field
and over stile, then follow shaded path
bounded by old Hazel on left. *D*

*D* This line of Hazel bushes is approx 50
years old. Lines of Hazel like this were
coppiced years ago for a number of
products used on farms. Coppicing involves
cutting the stems near ground level,
stimulating new shoot to grow up from the
cut surfaces. Depending on how old the
stems were allowed to grow, they were
used for a range of products including
sheep fencing, thatching spars, & firewood.

Christ Church, Melplash

Through gate at end & cross field a short
distance and follow boundary hedge on right
to gate. Through gate & down track to main
Bridport/Beaminster rd. ### Cross over rd
Care!, and follow Waytown/Oxbridge rd. At
2nd house R up track off rd, continue to end.
Through gate, L through meadow strip
bordered by banks and mature trees, and
planted with young trees. Through gate on
right near end, then diagonally L across field
down to field boundary. Keeping boundary on
left go along field and through gate at far
end. Through back of private garden (please
respect privacy of residents & keep dogs
under close control). Down front drive to rd,
sharp R look out for this & R over stile in
hedge, then L alongside a hedge and fence,
over 2nd stile, through metal gate (please
close) & straight on between conifer hedge
and fence, L & R over stile through field with
hedge on left. Over Stile at top of field,
through small wood. Cross middle of field,
through gate toward rear of church. *E*

*E* Melplash Church, named Christ Church
was built by James Bandinel, in 1845-6. He
was Senior Translator to the foreign Office,
and built the church in memory to his
father, who had been vicar of Netherbury.
The style is almost all mock Norman, with
the exception of the hammerbeam roof.

Return to car park.



