CAR PARKING: YARN BARTON CAR PARK (OFF FLEET ST FROM BEAMINSTER SQUARE).
SMALL CHARGE.

GRID REF: 481 013 - OS EXPLORER 116

DISTANCE: 3.5 MILES/ 5.6 KM North

AVERAGE TIME: 2.5 HOURS

DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY:

COUNTRYSIDE TYPE:

EASY, SOME STILES AND STEPS. GENTLE SLOPES.
PASTURE * WOODLAND FRINGE « TOWN -« VILLAGE

* IMPROVED GRASS.
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almshouse. It was converted into a SR
community building in 1977. .

Continue straight ahead down Shorts Lane.
This is also the Wessex Ridgeway M. Over stile
& through field. At Stoke Abbott Rd, L and 1st
R up Half Acre Lane. L up track, over stile,
walk diagonally R across field. Over metal
stile gate & keep buildings to left. Over metal
stile L (look out for this carefully on left) &
through white gate, across private garden.
(please respect privacy of residents ).*B*

*B* On another day you could plan your
own circular walk from Beaminster to Stoke
Abbott. It would take you over Gerrard’s
Hill (once called Chartknolle).

Gerrard'’s Hill is behind you. Along driveway
onto Stoke Abbott Rd. Follow track almost
opposite, between hedgerows. At stile
Edmund Coombe Copse is on left. Keep
straight ahead to field gate, R. Follow track 1
over hill & down other side.*C*
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The River Brit is directly ahead. Keep on < N

main track, pass gate on right. R onto narrow

path over tiny bridge. Straight ahead,

through field gate. Bear R at fork to

Netherbury B.*D* Tkm



*D* St Mary’s Church Netherbury is the
mother church of Beaminster. It was built
about 1350 and has a 12th century font of
purbeck marble identical to one in St
Germans, Cornwall indicating the former
presence of a Norman Church. The pulpit
of inlaid oak is Elizabethan.

*E* L at road, straight ahead at cross roads.

*E* The Old Star Inn is the first of the
three cottages before reaching the

River Brit on left. It was restored in 1999
as a private house.

River Brit is on left, over bridge. L, follow
Beaminster rd uphill. At right bend in road, L
down small track. Over weir and L along
river, then uphill, through kissing gate. Up
narrow track and small steps. R at T junction.
You have now joined the Brit Valley Way.
Through Brit Valley Way gate, keep to right
boundary. Through another field gate,
straight ahead at next junc, over tiny bridge,
L up fm track. River Brit is on right in middle
distance. As track bends to left, R fork,
keeping wood to right.

Over stile, at end of track, keep hedge
on left. *F*

*F* Parnham House (sited behind the
wood and can be visited by turning R just
before the stile, at the end of the track and
100 M down this footpath.). It was
requisitioned at the start of the 2nd World
War, first as an army hospital and later as
the Head Quarters of an Infantry Division
for the American Army. It also once housed
Prisoners of War during the 2nd World War.

As hedge veers to left continue straight
ahead across middle of field above row of
houses on right with wood on left. River Brit
is on right. Through kissing gate at end of
field and continue with wood on right.
Through another kissing gate at end of field.
Carry on to eventually join St Mary Well St,
Beaminster. R at next T junction into
Beaminster Square.

St Mary’s Church,
Netherbury




