CAR PARKING: BUCKHAM DOWN PICNIC SITE ON B RD EQUIDISTANT BETWEEN
TUNNEL OVER A3066 & A356 ABOVE BEAMINSTER.

GRID REF: 485 033 - OS EXPLORER 117
DISTANCE: 4.5 MILES/ 7.2KM
AVERAGE TIME: 2 HOURS
DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY: EASY, MOSTLY FLAT, ONE HILL. STILES AND ROUGH GROUND.
COUNTRYSIDE TYPE: PASTURE « WOOD « WOODLAND FRINGE °* VILLAGE
* IMPROVED GRASS.
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*A* Views from Buckham Down include
that of Lewesdon Hill and Golden Cap.
Looking due south down the Brit Valley to
West Bay, Netherbury is to the east with
St Mary’s Church and the famous apple
orchards. Traditionally many of the apples
are for cider, reminding us of earlier days
when every farmhouse had a small cider
orchard attached, the production for their
own consumption. Just below the horizon
is Colmers Hill - with its handful of trees y
walk back to Beaminster Down Rd. Cross rd l' L
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to finger post indicating Beech Circular rout

& Brit Valley Way going North. Keep to right ,'z/-) —
boundary of first two fields. Through y; /

temporary gate across track to rd. Enter

field opposite, walk to double stile right ' »
of blue barn. Keep to hedge on right, .=

walk to opposite field boundary. The stile
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Over stile, a footbridge & pair :

of stiles into field. *B* \\ ' -

*B* This is the River Axe which flows west
to Axmouth
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DRrove ”EOAD”

Walk straight ahead towards gate entrance
in opposite hedgerow. Stile is on left. Walk
uphill & then to top R corner of field to meet
rd. From hunting gate, cross rd to ﬁ—"
follow sunken lane L into Chedington : ! —
Village. Walk through village following BuckH o
signs past Chedington Lodge to the SN
River Parrett Trail Finger Post on left. *C*




*C* This is where the Brit Valley Way
ends, and the River Parrett Trail begins.
The River Parrett Trail is a 50-mile/80 k
walk following a river from its source to its
mouth at Steart. Wander through the
Dorset Hills, across the Somerset Levels
and Moors on to the Bristol Channel. For

more information contact South Somerset
District Council on (01935) 462504.

Continue along rd for further 100 metres to
entrance of Wynard gap National Trust
owned wooded hill on R. *D*

*D* For Winyard Gap Inn follow the road
a further 250 metres, for food.

Up steps, follow main track to left and War
Memorial at top.

The name ‘Wynheard' is a Saxon personal
name. ‘Gap’ is a pass through hills which
has been a main road for centuries,
through which Charles 1 passed in 1644,
The 16 acres woodland was given to the
National Trust as @ memorial to the 43rd
Division (1944-5). It's vista covers 3
counties. To the West, Dorset and Somerset
and to the East across the Blackmore Vales
to Wiltshire.

With War memorial on left, R track through
trees with rd running parallel below left. At
rd, L for 100 meters CARE! Hunters Lodge
Fm is sharp right off rd. Please respect
privacy of residents on farm. Follow drive,
through hunting gate, to metal gate. Straight
ahead up bank to right of barns, through
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across field to 3rd gate. Follow left boundary
to corner of field. Through metal gate &
follow electric fence. Through metal gate at
bottom. Sharp R (LOOK OUT FOR THIS)
through another gate up Hazel lined gully.
Keep right up into field. Follow right
boundary, through gate in top corner. Up
steep track, through gate, past Eweleaze Fm
House. Please respect privacy of residents.
Across field to track & A356. L & then R over
stile. Keep to left boundary & over stile on
left. *E*

*E* Lewesdon Hill is the Tree covered hill
directly infront. It rises to 900 feet and is
the site of an early Iron Age Hill Fort. Well
worth a visit, it is heavily wooded with
magnificent Beech trees

Along right boundary. R through hunting gate
onto old drove rd. *F*

*F* The long field to your right at the
junction is called the Airdrome. During the
2nd World War the hedges were pulled out
to make a runway for aircraft. The runway
was never completed before the end of the
war. Today this field is registered as an
emergency landing field.

Follow track straight-ahead at junc, R at fork.
L at rd and R at 2nd gate. Straight across
field to opposite boundary, veer left, keep
hedge to right. Aim for gate at far right
corner to Beaminster Down Rd. R for 2 mile/
0.75 km to Buckham down Picnic site on left.

- wooden gate. Through metal gate & straightu.
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h § ‘Looking towards Somerset from
Chedington Village



